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Finally, the library must also work to target outreach
to graduate students, faculty, and graduate student
leadership. As demonstrated by forum speakers, rich
assessment techniques can be of tremendous value to
those institutions that have adopted them, and they can
be invaluable resources for understanding user needs
and perceptions and determining effective strategies for
delivering meaningful services in the ever-changing and
evolving environment of graduate studies.
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NEw SPARC CAMPAIGN ENGAGES

STUDENTS ON OPEN ACCESS
by Jennifer McLennan, Director of Communications, SPARC
ver the past year and a half, SPARC has had the
opportunity to begin working with students.
Regardless of their discipline, level of study, or
institution size, students across North America have made
clear their commitment to all things open. While our con-
versation with students started with public access to pub-
licly funded research, it has evolved and grown in many
directions—culminating most recently with the launch of
an educational campaign centered on open access.

The student dedication to “open” was first made
clear to us when Students for Free Culture at New York
University designated their annual regional meeting to
open access, and invited SPARC, Public Library of
Science, and Science Commons to speak. The messages
from the speakers were familiar, but the excitement and
engagement of the audience—and the views they had
to offer—were completely new. We expected the
meeting to be an introduction to open access for
students, instead it turned into a learning experience for
us on the depth of the student commitment to making
open sharing of information habitual—for everyone.

The potential that students clearly embody for
shaping the future of scholarly exchange and the
growing level of student activity throughout 2007—
as well as the hire of the first SPARC summer intern—
inspired the genesis of the SPARC student campaign and
companion guide: The Right to Research: The Student Guide
to Opening Access to Scholarship. Developed in close
collaboration with our student colleagues, the guide is
a tool they will use to engage more of their peers.

Specifically, The Right to Research:

* helps students recognize the problem of access,
saying they shouldn’t have to skip over research
that could be important to their papers;

e introduces the principle of open access (OA),
making a clear distinction between the principle
and the ways OA is being realized—through OA
journals, repositories, and copyright management;

e indicates how open access can make life as a
student easier, advance research, widen access to
those who need it, and increase visibility for
student scholars;

e offers ways to support OA that pertain both to
graduate students approaching publishing
decisions and to undergraduates who want to take
up the OA banner.

Please join us in inviting more students to the
conversation on access. Visit the SPARC students Web
site at http:/ /www.arl.org/sparc/students/.
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