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Mr. Charman and Members of the Subcommittee:

Thistestimony is submitted on behadf of the American Library Association (ALA), Association of
Research Libraries (ARL) and the Nationd Humanities Alliance (NHA) in support of increased
operaiond funding for thefiscd year 2007 budget of the Nationd Archives and Records
Adminigtration. We dso urge Congressto support aFY 2007 funding level of a least $12 million
for the Nationd Historicd Publications and Records Commission within NARA, for which no
funding was provided in the President@budget request. Of this $12 million, we support $10 million
for nationd grants, including funding for anew state formulagrant program that includes archivd
disasster planning and $2 million that is needed for essentid staffing and necessary adminigtration-
related codts.

TheH umenitiesand Library Canunities Syppat NARA

The humanities and library communities support the NARA mission of Qeady accessOto essentia
recordsthat document the rights of citizens, the actions of Government, and the American
experience. Asour nation@record keeper, NARA serves to document the rights and entitlements
of U.S citizens and hold government accountable to the people. The Nationa Archives serves an
extensive community. Genedogigts, family historians, veterans, academics, scholars, historians,
business and occupationd researchers, publication and broadcast journdists, Congress, the Courts,
the White House, public officids, Federd Government agencies, sate and loca government
personnd, professiond organizations, sudents, teechers, and the generd public dl make use of
services provided by the Nationd Archives and Records Adminigtration. The public and scholars
benefit from the use of historicd documents and recordsfor amyriad of purposesincluding
acadamic andysis, the publication of books, production of documentary film, and museum exhibits.

NARAG Inpatant Rde )
NARA does not smply sore our country®@records it aso provides avariety of services. Perhaps
the Agency is best known for itsrole protecting and displaying the Declaration of Indgoendence, the



Congtitution, and the Bill of Rights. In addition to making these documents available to more than
one million people ayear, NARA aso preserves and provides access to documents for military
personnd. NARA holdsthe military service recordsof 56 million veterans and ensures that they can
access these recordswhen necessary to obtain their benefits. The Agency repondsto more than
one million requests a year for information from their copies of Officid Military Personné Files.

NARA dso develops education, outreach, and partnership initiatives tha contribute to civic literacy
in this country. One way the Agency doesthisisthrough programs a the Presdentid Libraries,
which NARA oversees. Snce 2001, over 18,000 sudents have participated in an experientid
learning program a the White House Decison Center (WHDC) a the Truman Library and Museum
in Independence, MO. The WHD C lets sudents work in amock West Wing, reading copies of
actud historicad documents, anayzing policy options, and making recommendaionsto the
Presdent. History comesdive for these gsudents as they learn about government, the presidency,
teamwork, problem solving, communication, and leadership.

NARA isds0 actively involved in Nationd History Day, a yearlong educationd program that
engages sudents and highlights the discovery and interpretation of hisgory. NARA sé&ff provide
workshopsfor teachers, contribute lesson plans, help students do archiva research, serve asjudges
for locd and state contests, and host concerts.

In itsrole as (First Preserver, ONARA acts in times of emergency to assist governments save critica
records NARA partnered with professiond archiva and records management organizations to
provide assistance in the preservation and conservation of recordsdamaged in last year@hurricanes.
The Agency is currently working with FEMA in New Orleans on recordsrecovery and the Sae of
Mississippi to providetraning for recordsrecovery.

EletranicRexrds Admminidration

On September 8, 2005, NARA announced that it had avarded a development contract for the
Electronic Records Archives (ERA). More and more people are using the services of the Nationd
Archives and RecordsAdminigtration. The ERA will open accessto many items in the collections
and solve the problem of how to preserve the increasing amount of electronic recordsin our
government. The god of the syssem isto capture eectronic information in any format, save it
permanently, and make it accessible on the current hardwere or software of the day. The humanities
and library communities are especidly interested in the benefits and implications of this new sysem.

Cantinued Challengss

We prase NARA for its efforts to meet the omnipresent chalenges associated with securing,
goring, and maintaining the recordsand facilities under its purview. NARA needssustained
funding and support from the federd government in order to stay dreast of theincreasing demand
for its services and changing technology.

TheNatiod Hidaiad Pubictios and Rexrds Canmissan

For the second year in arow, the Nationd Higtoricd Publications and Records Commission
(NHPRC) has been zeroed out in the Presdent@budget request. The NHPRC isthe smal grant-
making arm of NARA and for the past four decades has avarded more than $153 million to more
than 4,000 state and locd government archives, colleges and universities, and individuals to preserve
and publish important historicd records documenting American history. Books by scholarly and
popular authors such as David McCullough® Jdn Adavswould not have been possible without the



type of documentary editions tha result from the NHPRC. The NHPRC is the only grant-making
organization, public or private, dedicated solely to publishing the papers of sgnificant figures and
themesin American history.

We fed strongly tha the NHPRC should be able to continue its important work in preserving
historicd records promoting regiond coordination in maters related to archives, and supporting a
variety of other effortsreaed to America@ documentary heritage.

Recent NHPRC grants have helped Louisiana, Mississppi and Texas assess the danage to archives
and recordsafter Hurricanes Katrinaand Rita The NHPRC staff hopesto continueto assist sates
with their disaster preparednessin relation to vitd and historica records

Loss of NHPRC funding will have adomino effect and cause funding from other sourcesto be
reduced or withdravn completely. NHPRC grants are the linchpinsfor the funding sructure of
mogt of these projects. The NHPRC isavitd component of NARA, helping fulfill its mission to
ensure that the American public has ready accessto essentid evidence tha documentsthe rights of
citizens, the actions of Government officids, and the nationd experience.

Thank you for your consideration of our request. We gppreciate the support of this subcommittee
for our nation@culturd and intellectud resources through the Nationa Archives and Records
Adminigration and the Nationd Higtoricd Publications and Records Commission.

Sncerély,
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Director, Office of Government Relations Associate Executive Director
American Library Associaion Association of Research Libraries
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Executive Director
Nationa Humanities Alliance

The American Library A ssodation istheddes and largest library assodation in thewarld, with norethan
64,000 marbas Itsmisian isQo proddelesdaship far thededapmet, pravdtian, and improvarant o library
and infamation sniaes and theprdfessan d librarianghip in ader toethanelearningand esreagessto
infarmetion far dl.



The Assodation of Research Libraries is a noyprdit aganization d 123 ressxrdh libraries in Nath
Amaia ARL influenes the dlangng evMramat d shdarly anmuniation and the pubdic pdides thet affedt
ressarch libraries and the dverse cammunities they seve ARL puraues this missan by advandng the gdls o its
marbe resard libraries prodding leadarship in pubdic and infarmetian pdigy to thesthdarly and higher eduction
amunities fateingtheexdange d idess and expatise and gpnga futureenviranmat thet legagsitsintaets
with theeed dlied aganizatians

The National Humanities Allianceisa adition d nearly ningty lesding nanprdit aganizatians dediated to
the advanamat o edluction, resardn, presnvatian, and puldic pragyars in neticd and fedard hurenities pdicy.
Its marbesindude shdarly and prdessand assodations hide eduation assadaians aganizations o musauTg
libraries hidaica saddies and date humenities cundls universty-bessd and indgoandat humenities research
@atas



