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Scholarly Tribes and Tribulations: How Tradition and 
Technology Are Driving Disciplinary Change--An ARL 
Conference 

Information technology is creating massive changes in how scholars work and communicate, 
what they produce as scholarship, and how they teach. The traditional communication 
practices in the humanities, social sciences, and sciences are both shaping and being 
transformed by the use of information technology in support of research and publishing. 
Scientists and many social scientists have been developing databases and conducting research 
online for years and are pushing ahead dramatically, demanding increased functionality, 
massive storage capabilities, and publishing options that include datasets, images, and 
simulations. Humanities scholars have begun to develop their own research databases and are 
experimenting with reinventing the book and the article online, often using the digital data 
that they and others have amassed.  

Will all scholarly output eventually become electronic? In what ways are the disciplines and 
the academy itself constrained by the limitations of current technology? How should the 
library go beyond its role as a gateway to online resources? How can faculty, administrators, 
librarians, and information technology staff collaborate to actively shape and support the 
creation and dissemination of research and scholarship?  

ARL will convene a group of scholars, librarians, information technologists, and higher 
education administrators on October 17, 2003, in Washington, D.C., to explore how the 
disciplines and sub-disciplines are approaching the use of technology. Each discipline has 
deeply rooted research and communication traditions that are shaping how they use 
technology and defining the capabilities they need from technology to support and enhance 
their work. Within an historical communications context, we intend to develop a picture that 
will particularly help senior administrators understand more completely the evolution of 
online research and publication within the disciplines. Only by understanding how scholarly 
research and publication are changing across fields will we be able to provide the necessary 
leadership to transform the academy to meet the scholarly communication needs of the future. 

For more information about the conference and to register, visit the ARL Web site 
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<http://www.arl.org/scomm/disciplines.html>.  
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