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Japanese university libraries Now

 A new library consortium will be established soon:
 Agreement was approved to make the nation-wide,

comprehensive library consortium (JANUL+PULC) of
more than 500 universities in October 2010

NII plays a role as catalyst

Its scope:
 A sole body to negotiate with EJ publishers
 To further encourage repository activities
 To strengthen the EJ archive
 Advocacy to researchers and faculty
 International activities: SPARC, COAR, CLOCKSS,…
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Two roles of Japanese repositories
for global network

Self-archiving and the promotion of open access
　　　　　Contribution to research community
 Japan’s share in total publications worldwide is  about

6-10%.

Dissemination of university outcome
　　　　　Accountability to the society and the public
Dissertations, university publications, etc
Databases and digital data related to research
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Related topics 1

 From WWW to “Knowledge infrastructure”
 Technologies: Ontology, semantics,…
 Text mining: Information linkage, duplicate detection,

information extraction,…
 Trusted or reliable information for the public
 The activities like ORCID have already started
 But, do we design metadata format for every entity(?)
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Related topics 2

Architecture: Distributed or centered?
 To accept diversity:  discipline, language, culture,…
 To guarantee  autonomy and interoperability of

participants
 To accept dynamism:  new things, changes,…
 Standards that accept local variance: metadata, …
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Example:  Digital mathematical Library (DML) project

To develop a subject library over university institutional
repositories, by enriching metadata by experts in the discipline
and linking to MathSciNet.   We want to provide comprehensive
information on mathematics research and education in Japan; the
network of local repositories will form Global DML.
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Expansion of IRs (1)
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Open DOAR: Directory of Open Access Repositories
http://www.opendoar.org/　（2010/10/01）

 World total：1737
– Japan is the fourth with 83

Currently Japan is
the 2nd with 188
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Expansion of IRs (2)



Increase of materials deposited
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　　　　http://irdb.nii.ac.jp/analysis/index_e.php

Based on NII Institutional Repositories Database Contents Analysis

(2010/09/30　Number of Organizations 161, Number of records: 1,010,311)

content types
Number of
records

Ratio of
full text

Journal Article 238,638 46.9%

Thesis or Dissertation 49,011 54.2%

Departmental Bulletin Paper 437,155 88.2%

Conference Paper 58,529 18.5%

Presentation 8,571 30.8%

Book 18,426 46.7%

Technical Report 5,995 85.3%

Research Paper 16,784 86.9%

Article 39,057 82.4%

Preprint 333 90.4%

Learning Material 5,153 35.6%

Data or Dataset 13,586 99.0%

Software 8 25.0%

Others 119,065 92.5%

SUM 1,010,311 71.6%

Departmental Bulletin paper

Thesis or 
Dissertation

Conference
Paper

Others

Self archiving

dissemination



Open access to Japanese articles

by Academic Societies

FREE 
Fixed‐price 
Charged 

Conference proceedings Journal titles Articles

Completely free 178 462 1,680,000 (62%)
Site License 113 401 771,000 (26%)
Per-view charging 38 156 339,000 (12%)

Japanese full-text articles are available from NII’s scholarly DB
which includes the contents from university IRs as well.  About
60% are free.
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Mashups of Services
 Linkage from CiNii metadata to fulltext in IR

Link to the IR

Link to the fulltext
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What happened in Japan related to open
access

Discussions on the mandate for self-archiving
the articles produced by publicly funded
research projects
 Presently, researchers are recommended to describe

URLs in their project reports when articles are
deposited in repositories.

National universities are required to maintain the
DBs of faculty publications for evaluation
purpose.
 In some universities, this DB is linked to IR.
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A new move

In the draft of the government’s next-term basic
policy of science and technology:

1. To more substantialize institutional repositories and to encourage to make
more research databases open for more ease of public access to research
results

2. To promote open access to research information not only in STM but in
humanities and social sciences

3. To support to employ effective measures of efficient and sustainable
acquisition of E-journal in universities

4. To encourage researchers to deposit research articles in institutional
repositories with short abstract for general public
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The policy will be finalized by next spring after modifications.


