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 Change Is All Around

iTunes
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Scholarly Communication Today

• Researchers linked by Internet

• Large scale digitization
• But scholarly journals hardly changed
• Barriers

[ Journal prestige
[ Community policies & practices

• Action needed
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Introducing SPARC

• Scholarly Publishing & Academic Resources 
Coalition

• Alliance of libraries & organizations 

• Catalyst for action
• Growing international reach



www.arl.org/sparc
 

5

Library Perspective
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require.
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• Scientists & scholars 

• Higher education institutions
• Research funders
• The public 

[ Patients & physicians
[ Students & teachers
[ Businesses

Reach Out to Other Stakeholders
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Open Access

Budapest Open Access Initiative

 Open Access – Immediate, free 
availability on the Internet of 
research results that scholars 
traditionally share without payment.
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Open Access

• A vision of scholarly communication
[ user toll barriers to research access are 

eliminated 
[ potential usage is maximized 
[ value of research investments more fully 

realized.

• An expression of library core values

• An access model, not a business model.

• Open access journals & open digital 
repositories.
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SCHOLARLY 
COMMUNICATION

SPARC Program

Stakeholder
engagement

Policy action
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SPARC Program

Policy action
 Advocacy for government policies 

that increase the return on 
research investments via sharing 
of results on the Internet.

Stakeholder engagement
 Education – Widen understanding 

& involvement.

 Incubation – Demonstrate 
business & publishing models.

Examples
• NIH Public Access
• Federal Research Public 

Access Act
• Alliance for Taxpayer 

Access

• Author Rights
• Student Rights
• Institutional Repositories

• DOAJ
• Publishing Co-ops paper
• Stanford Encyc. Philos.
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“Public Access”

• Free online access to peer-reviewed journal 
articles from government-funded research

• Deposit in open repositories under 
 non-exclusive license

[ authors’ final manuscripts (including changes 
from peer review), or 

[ published article (if publisher allows/prefers)

• Deposit obligation 
• Short access embargo, if necessary
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NIH Public Access 

• Articles from research funded by US 
 National Institutes of Health (NIH)
• Mandatory deposit in PubMed Central
• ~80,000 articles annually 

NIH goals:
• Long-term archive of NIH-funded research
• Better management of NIH investment 
• Texts/data for researchers to mine
• Access to high-quality health information for 

unserved
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NIH Public Access

Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2008 
Public Law 110-161, Division G, Title II,  Section 218

“The Director of the National Institutes of Health shall 
require that all investigators funded by the NIH submit 
or have submitted for them to the National Library of 
Medicine’s PubMed Central an electronic version of their 
final, peer-reviewed manuscripts upon acceptance for 
publication, to be made publicly available no later 
than 12 months after the official date of publication: 
Provided, That the NIH shall implement the public access 
policy in a manner consistent with copyright law.”
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Alliance for Taxpayer Access

www.taxpayeraccess.org
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The Case for Public Access

1. Taxpayers expect that public funds will be spent 
wisely.

2. Research will be more widely used and applied 
to the creation of new knowledge if it is freely 
available.

3. It is the prerogative & responsibility of funding 
agencies to require of funds recipients that their 
research findings be freely available.

4. Access must be an inseparable component 
of the public investment in science.
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 Scientific Value

Scientists want research papers freely 
available

Aug. 30, 2004 – Twenty-five Nobel Prize-winning 
scientists today are calling for the government to 
make all taxpayer-funded research papers freely 
available.
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Public Support

If tax dollars pay for scientific research, people 
should have access to results of the research on 
the Internet.

82% Agree

Harris Poll #44, 
May 31, 2006

Only 4% 
disagree
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Public Support

“My children have a genetic disease. It is 
rare, not well understood, and there is no 
treatment or cure. However, the most 
disturbing obstacle we face is the wall 
around published scientific research. 
Information critical to health and biomedical 
research is held hostage by questionable 
and arcane publishing practices.”
 – Sharon Terry, President, Genetic Alliance
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Financial Imperative

“Governments would boost innovation 
and get a better return on their 
investment in publicly funded research by 
making research findings more widely 
available…. And by doing so, they would 
maximize social returns on public 
investments.”

– International Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development, Report on scientific publishing, 2005
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Campus Fallout

OPEN DOORS AND 
OPEN MINDS:
What faculty authors can do to 
ensure open access to
their work through their institution

A SPARC / SCIENCE COMMONS WHITE PAPER
April 2008

• Administration kudos 
for library role/expertise 
in NIH policy

• Interest in institutional 
policies

• Expanded engagement 
with campus 
constituencies

• Copyright education
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The Big Picture
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The Big Picture
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The Scholarly Publishing and 
Academic Resources Coalition

www.arl.org/sparc

  Create Change
Shouldn’t the ways we share research 

be as advanced as the Internet?
www.createchange.org

Visit SPARC on the Internet


