June 11, 2013

The Honorable Charles E. Schumer
Chairman
Committee on Rules & Administration
United States Senate
305 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Pat Roberts
Ranking Member
Committee on Rules & Administration
United States Senate
305 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Schumer and Ranking Member Roberts:
We write to you today in support of President Obama’s nomination of Davita Vance-Cooks for Public
Printer of the United States. The Government Printing Office (GPO) is the federal government’s leader in
providing no-fee permanent public access to government information. The Public Printer has the
important role of overseeing GPO’s public access programs, including the Federal Depository Library
Program and the Federal Digital System (FDsys). We believe Ms. Vance-Cooks has the understanding of
GPO and the management skills to successfully lead the agency in the digital age.
Ms. Vance-Cooks has nine years of experience at GPO, serving in various leadership roles. Before
coming to GPO, she held several private sector management positions, including as Senior Vice-President
of Operations for NYLCare MidAtlantic Health Plan. Since becoming Acting Public Printer in January
2012, she has led a rebranding of GPO as the “official, digital, secure resource for producing, procuring,
cataloging, indexing, authenticating, disseminating, and preserving the official information products of
the Federal Government.”
In her role as Acting Public Printer, Ms. Vance-Cooks has established a positive and productive
relationship with the library community. In May 2012, representatives from our library organizations
joined Ms. Vance-Cooks to discuss our priorities and challenges. We appreciated the opportunity to share
our concerns and ideas with her.
At the 2012 Depository Library Conference, Ms. Vance-Cooks said, “I am passionate about the mission,
the vision and the core values of the United States Government Printing Office. I recognize and I respect
the history of the GPO over the past 151 years. And I am excited about collaborating with our
stakeholders to build the future.” We look forward to working with Ms. Vance-Cooks to build that future.
We believe Ms. Vance-Cooks has the understanding of GPO and the management skills to successfully
undertake and lead the critical transitions necessary for the agency in the digital age. We urge you to
support her nomination as the next Public Printer of the United States.
Sincerely,
American Association of Law Libraries
American Library Association
Association of Research Libraries
Medical Library Association
Special Libraries Association

The American Association of Law Libraries (AALL) is a nonprofit, educational organizat ion founded in 1906 to
promote and enhance the value of law libraries to the legal and public communities, to foster the profession of law
librarianship, and to provide leadership in the field of legal information. Today, with over 5,000 members, the
Association represents law librarians and related professionals who are affiliated with a wide range of institutions:
law firms; law schools; corporate legal departments; courts; and local, state and federal government agencies.
www.aall.org
Contact: Emily Feltren, (202) 942-4233

ALAAmericanLibraryAssociation
The American Library Association (ALA) is the oldest and largest library association in the world with more than
58,000 members. Its mission is “to provide leadership for development, promotion, and improvement of library and
information services and the profession of librarianship in order to enhance learning and ensure access to
information for all.” www.ala.org
Contact: Jessica McGilvray, (202) 628-8410

The Association of Research Libraries (ARL) is a nonprofit organization of 125 research libraries in the US and
Canada. Its mission is to influence the changing environment of scholarly communication and the public policies
that affect research libraries and the diverse communities they serve. ARL pursues this mission by advancing the
goals of its member research libraries, providing leadership in public and information policy to the scholarly and
higher education communities, fostering the exchange of ideas and expertise, facilitating the emergence of new roles
for research libraries, and shaping a future environment that leverages its interests with those of allied organizations.
www.arl.org
Contact: Prudence Adler, (202) 296-2296

The Medical Library Association (MLA) is a nonprofit, educational organization with more than 4,000 health
sciences information professional and institutional members worldwide. Founded in 1898, MLA provides lifelong
educational opportunities, supports a knowledgebase of health information research, and wo rks with a global
network of partners to promote the importance of quality information for improved health to the health care
community and the public. www.mlanet.org
Contact: Carla J. Funk, (312) 419-9094, ext. 14

The Special Libraries Association (SLA) is a nonprofit global organization for innovative information professionals
and their strategic partners. SLA serves about 9,000 members in 75 countries in the information profession,
including corporate, academic, and government information specialists. SLA promotes and strengthens its members
through learning, advocacy, and networking initiatives. www.sla.org
Contact: Douglas Newcomb, (703) 647-4923

