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Thank you so much for giving me a few moments to speak today. I am very pleased to be with you.  I am president of the American Library Association and executive director of Cuyahoga County Public Library.  Libraries Transform is our new public awareness campaign of America’s libraries.  It’s the perfect message for what’s happening in all our libraries.  Each and every day you create individual opportunity and outcomes that result in campus, national and global progress, Libraries Transform. 
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We are also evolving to meet changing needs. From technology integration to a more outcome-intensive focus, libraries have transformed over time to keep pace with a dynamic knowledge economy. Libraries are committed to advancing open and equitable access to information and preservation of the historic record while also fostering the creation of knowledge and anticipating the information needs of users.  In fact we know that our work is no longer only the response to information inquiry but the crafting of the query itself.
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Libraries all over the US are building diversified collections that focus on RESEARCH and LEARNING rather than only focusing on BOOKS. And like ARL, libraries are committed to collaborations both within then profession and with our larger communities such as higher education institutions and other allied institutions.Our role in content access, content creation, information policy and education outcomes to name a few significant values of libraries is increasingly critical in society.  Yet many outside our profession need education about our profession.
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It’s a perception challenge. People still have an image of libraries as quiet places to find a book or study. The truth, of course, is that we are a lifeline for people, be they students, faculty, researchers, or the general public every day.What can libraries do to help change perceptions?One solution is through our national public awareness campaign. Through the generous support of our champions at Overdrive, ALA is committing to a long-term marketing effort that ultimately strives to increase funding support for libraries and advance information policy issues in alignment with ALA’s advocacy goals.
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We want the campaign to:1. Increase awareness of and support for the transforming library.2. Shift the perception of libraries and build an understanding of the libraries value in society.3. Engage and energize librarians and library workers and build external advocates to influence local, state, campus and national decision-makers.Advocacy is one of three key pillars in ALA’s strategic plan, and this campaign will support advocacy efforts by communicating one clear message: libraries today are neither obsolete nor nice to have, libraries are essential.
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As we can see, the “transform” message is an imperative for libraries.We are at our most powerful when we work together.  I urge you to join us in this campaign.I hope you will visit Libraries Transform. Org and see the many pieces of the toolkit that can create a image campaign.  I hope you will also be joining us at ALA in Orlando.  I want to particularly point out the program, Beyond the Bottom Line:  Building Responsible Relationships with Foundations, Vendors and Sponsors, Saturday, June 25, 1-2:30 p.m. Orange County Convention Center W109B.  Moderated by Jim Neal, University Librarian Emeritus, Columbia University, the talk with also feature a panel including Dr. Sandra Hirsch, Dean San Jose State University School of Information and Chair, ALA Publishing committee, Paul Gazzolo, Senior Vice President and General Manager, Gale Cengage Learning, and Rena Coughlin, President and CEO of Northeast Florida.  
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