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“In August and everything after 
You get a little less than you expected, somehow.” 

—Counting Crows 









“WE MUST BE HONEST ABOUT THE ISSUES 
FACING OUR SOCIETY. IT HAS NEVER BEEN MORE 
CRITICAL THAN NOW TO ENSURE EQUALITY AND 
JUSTICE FOR ALL IN OUR COMMUNITY 
REGARDLESS OF COLOR, IDENTITY, BELIEF, OR 
ORIENTATION.”  

—UVA RECTOR FRANK M. CONNER III 

“[WE NEED TO] MAKE SURE THAT THESE EVENTS 
AREN’T TRAGIC IN TWO SENSES—ONE, THAT 
THEY OCCURRED; TWO, THAT WE DIDN’T LEARN 
FROM THEM.”  

—DEAN RISA GOLUBOFF 



Deans’ Working Group 

“The events of August 11 and 12 resonated so profoundly 
across the nation and around the world because they 
represented not only discrete incidents of violence but also 
stark evidence of a larger paradigm shift.  University officials’ 
frame of mind was shaped by a decades-long history of non-
violent protests on Grounds that led them to approach the 
march with the assumption that it was constitutionally 
protected and should be accommodated with minimal police 
intrusion.” 









1. Remove the Confederate plaques on the Rotunda. An 
appropriate place would be in a museum or in Special 
Collections. 

2. Declare the lawn a residential space. Concealed arms and open 
flames should not be allowed in this space. 

3. Acknowledge the $1,000 gift to the University’s Centennial Fund 
received from the KKK in 1921; re-invest this amount, adjusted 
for inflation, into existing UVa and and Charlottesville 
multicultural organizations; and include this racist history at UVA 
into education surrounding the Bicentennial. 

4. White supremacist hate groups, particularly UVA alumni Jason 
Kessler and Richard Spencer should be explicitly denounced 
and banned from campus. They have already incited and 
perpetrated violence against students past the point of free 
speech. 

Demands of the “March to Reclaim Our Grounds” 



5. All students, regardless of area of study, should have required 
education (either inside or outside the classroom) on white 
supremacy, colonization, and slavery as they directly relate to 
Thomas Jefferson, the University, and the city of Charlottesville. 
The current curriculum changes only affect the College of Arts and 
Sciences and allow students to focus in on aspects of difference 
of their choice. 

6. UVA’s historical landscape must be balanced. The statue of 
Jefferson serves as an emblem of white supremacy, and should 
be re-contextualized with a plaque to include that history. 
Additionally, more buildings name after prominent white 
supremacists, eugenicists, or slaveholders should be renamed 
after people of marginalized groups. 



7. Expand the working group on University response to the events 
of Aug. 11–12, 2017 to represent students of color and those 
affected by the violence of Aug. 11–12. 









1. Community Dialogue on the burnt cross, Jefferson School 
African American Heritage Center Auditorium, November 
2017 

2. Panel, “Decentering whiteness in historical exhibitions” and 
“Curatorial Careers” (seminar for students), Harrison Small 
@ Uva, Spring 2018 

3. Panel, “Curating Hate” Jefferson School African American 
Heritage Center Auditorium, Spring 2018 

4. Panel “Confronting Monuments of a Difficult Past: 
Charlottesville in the International Context” Harrison/Small, 
Spring 2018. 
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