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Background 
�  Multi-year process of dialogue, research, iteration among representatives of: 

�  Association of American Universities (AAU) 
�  Association of Research Libraries (ARL) 
�  Association of University Presses (AUPresses) 

�  Summer 2016 Summit in Washington DC: 
�  AAU/ARL/AUPresses Task Force & Staff 
�  Representatives from 15 institutions Interested in participation 

�  March 2017 formal invitation to participate issued to ~ 25 North American provosts 

�  Summer 2017 Summit in Washington DC: 
�  AAU/ARL/AUPresses Task Force & Staff 
�  Representatives from 15 institutions Interested in participation 
�  Representatives from learned societies 

�  Fall 2017 – TOME launched at Participating Institutions 



What is TOME? 
�  5-year pilot program in which institutions agree to award at least three 

publishing grants of at least $15,000 to their scholars who enter into 
publishing agreements with qualifying publishers to produce an open 
digital edition of the scholar’s monograph 

�  Qualifying presses: 
�  Adhere to AUPresses Best Practices in Monograph Publishing 
�  No geographic limitation 

�  Open digital edition: 
�  Produced in ePub 3.x 
�  Under any variety of Creative Commons license 

�  Presses are free to negotiate a higher grant amount for a complicated 
or lengthy work … 

�  … or to decline to publish a work as a TOME title 



Year 1 Results—Quantitative 



Participation 
�  14 Participating Institutions 

�  61 presses committed to publishing TOME titles 



Experience Survey— 
Participants 

�  The Ohio State University 
�  University of  California, Davis 
�  Indiana University 
�  University of  Cincinnati Press 
�  UCLA 
�  Johns Hopkins 
�  Duke University Libraries 
�  Johns Hopkins University Press 
�  University of  Virginia Press 
�  University of  Minnesota 
�  University of  Michigan 
�  University at Buffalo 
�  Virginia Tech 
�  University of  Michigan Press 
�  Emory University 
�  Michigan State University 
�  Penn State 
�  NYU 



Survey Results— 
TOME by the numbers 

�  Number of  grant applications received: 47 

�  Number of  grants awarded: 24 (2 pending) 

�  Number of  titles with signed agreements: 28 

�  Number of  titles under negotiation: 9 



Survey Results— 
Disciplines Represented 

�  ART HISTORY 

�  ASIAN LANGUAGES AND CULTURES 

�  CINEMA AND DIGITAL MEDIA 

�  DESIGN 

�  ENGLISH (3) 

�  GERMANIC LANGUAGES AND LITERATURES 

�  HISTORY (4) 

�  JOURNALISM 

�  MUSIC (4) 

�  POLITICAL SCIENCE (2) 

�  SOCIOLOGY (3) 

�  WOMEN’S, GENDER AND SEXUALITY STUDIES (2) 



Survey Results— 
Year of  Publication 

�  2016: 2 

�  2017: 2 

�  2018: 10 

�  2019: 10 

�  2020: 2 



Survey Results— 
How Are Institutions Getting Word Out? 

Websites 
●  Library 
●  Vice-Provost for Research 
●  Press 

 Email and Social Media 
●  Library twitter feed 
●  Department newsletters 
●  Targeted emails to department lists 
●  Messages from liaison librarians 
●  Office of  Research newsletter 

Events 
●  Town hall meetings 
●  Workshops 

Presentations 
●  Faculty Senate 
●  Faculty Professional Development  

Programming 
●  Department chairs 
●  Department meetings 

 Word of Mouth 
●  Subject librarians 
●  Department chairs 
●  Deans 
●  Publishers 



Sample TOME Acknowledgement 



Year 1 Results—Qualitative 



Why Participate—Authors & 
Institutions? 

�  Concrete way for an institution to demonstrate 
commitment to HSS 

�  Authors enjoy benefits of digital’s increased 
discoverability 

�  A step toward innovation in humanities scholarship – 
embedded video clips, interactive graphics, etc. 

�  Long-term potential to transform HSS scholarship 



Why Participate—Presses? 
�  Potential to bring increased financial stability to monograph 

publishing programs 

�  Increased discoverability of open digital editions leads to 
print sales … maybe? 

�  Way to demonstrate value to parent institution: 
�  Good citizen of the Academy 
�  Open to experimentation 
�  Usage statistics can help quantify a press’ impact 

�  Funding for digital capacity-building 

�  Long-term potential to transform HSS scholarship 



Misunderstandings 

�  Everything about TOME is OPTIONAL: 

�  Intended to encourage experimentation 

�  Agreement of  the parties is paramount 

�  TOME is *not* right for every title on a press’s list 

�  TOME has potential to perpetuate inequalities in academia: 

�  Unaffiliated scholars 

�  Scholars in the Global South 

�  Scholars at historically underfunded institutions 



Challenges & Opportunities 

�  TOME launched with the expectation that authors and presses 
would want to host titles on multiple platforms; stakeholders 
seem to want a central location 
�  Working with FigShare/Altmetrics to create a centralized metrics 

portal that will have hosting capabilities. 

�  The initiative needs a lot more participating institutions 

�  $15,000 does not buy any “digital affordances” 

�  Promotion & tenure concerns? 

�  If  we lead, will humanists follow? 
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