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1 Sovereign, Great Britain, 1838

National Museum of American 
History 1985.0441.1579



Smithson’s Library

126 titles, primarily scientific 
monographs and journal articles, 
but also history and memoirs, 
political pamphlets, travel books 
and museum guides, and a few 
household items like cookbooks



Joseph Henry

“The seed of great discoveries 
are constantly floating around 
us, but they only take root in 
minds well prepared to receive 
them.”

Joseph Henry Portrait by Unknown, c.1840s, 
Smithsonian Institution  SIA2011-1451 or SA-12



Smithsonian Building—the “Castle”
Smithsonian Institution Archives, Record Unit 285, Box 25, Folder: 1



International Exchange Service
Smithsonian Institution Archives, Record Unit 95, Box 30A, Folder: 21



The Smithsonian 
Library



Not one...

but two fires!





Spencer Fullerton 
Baird

Smithsonian’s First Curator and 
Second Secretary

Henry Ulke. Portrait of  Spencer Fullerton Baird. 1887. 
National Portrait Gallery, Smithsonian Institution



Twenty-One Branches
HISTORY & CULTURE
Anacostia Community Museum Library
National Air and Space Museum Library
National Museum of African American History & Culture 
Library
National Museum of American History Library
National Postal Museum Library
Smithsonian Institution Libraries Research Annex
The Vine Deloria, Jr, National Museum of the American 
Indian

SCIENCE
Botany and Horticulture Library
John Wesley Powell Library of Anthropology
Museum Support Center Library
National Museum of Natural History Library
National Zoological Park Library
Smithsonian Environmental Research Center Library
Earl Tupper Library, Smithsonian Tropical Research 
Institute Library

ART & DESIGN
Smithsonian American Art Museum/National Portrait 
Gallery Library
Cooper-Hewitt Smithsonian Design Library
Freer and Sackler Galleries Library
Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden Library
Warren M. Robbins Library, National Museum of African 
Art

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
Dibner Library of the History of Science and 
Technology
Joseph F. Cullman 3rd Library of Natural History



Free & Open Access to Biodiversity Literature



BHL is a Global Consortium



World’s Fairs
Primary and secondary 
sources about international 
expositions and world’s fairs, 
showcasing innovations in 
science, technology, 
economics, architecture and 
more!

The book of the fair. (San Francisco: The Bancroft Company, 1895) 
Smithsonian Libraries



Trade Literature



Wonder Woman Comic



Looking Forward

Overarching themes celebrating “One Smithsonian”
2019—Year of Music
2020—American Women’s History

Congressional Possibilities
National Museum for Women?
National Museum for Latinos?





Thank you!

Follow us at @Smithsonian & 
@SILibraries on Instagram and 

Twitter

Visit us at library.si.edu
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